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Prime Minifters, EF 


FLO T has been the juſt Obſervation of 
Travellers, that no one Man is 
more to be diſtinguiſhed from a- 
nother by his Features, than one 
WG -v Nation is from another by its 
culiar Turn of Genius. The Man- 
ners of every Country are ſo a- 
dapted: to the particular Form of Government, 
that prevails amongſt them, that it is ſcarce poſ- 
ſible to alter the one, without firſt debauching the 
other. The ſeveral Revolutions, that have hap- 
pened in the States of Europe, are 10 _ De- 
monſtrations of this Truth. It ſeems indeed to 
have been the Wiſdom of Providence to eſtabliſh 
ſo evident a Teſt, by which every Nation might 
plainly perceive what Steps muſt naturally lead to 
cheir Deſtruction, that ſo no Nation might be de- 
in but by its * If therefore at 


any 
* 


(4) 


any Time a Fxee PeoeLE (by Nature hardy, by 
Cuſtom frugal and induſtrious, and by their Situ- 
ation incapable of ſubſiſting but by their own La- 
bour, Manufactures and I rade) ſhould behold 
Luxury, Sloth, Vice and Corruption breaking in 
upon them, like a Torrent; and ſhould diſcover a 
Man in high Station to be the Promoter of this 
deſtructive Change of Manners; they can no donger 
doubt that He is engaged in a Deſign to enſlave 
them. Aud if ſuch a Nation ſhould tamely ſuffer 
their Corrupter to continue in the Exerciſe of 
Power, they may juſtly be accuſed of conſenting 
to their own Ruin; for Stateſmen are not eaſily 
frightened from their Purpoſe; much leſs are they 
ſubject to Repentance for their Crimes. Neceſſity 
drives them on; and He, who has once made an 
open Attack upon the Conſtitution of his Coun- 
try, will never think himſelf ſaſe from publick Ju- 
ſtice, but by its total Subverſion; which therefore 
He muſt accompliſh at the Peril of his Head. 
There is no Singularity in the Genius of the 
Britiſþ Nation, that has been more remarked by 
Foreigners, nor more cenſured by polite Writers 
(who were born under abſolute Governments) than 
our Hrong Inclination to a Change of Miniſters ; 
but had theſe Gentlemen been better acquainte 
with us, they would have found this Love f Change 
never grew to any. Height till the Power, which 
our Conſtitution diſtributes amongſt ſeveral Miniſters, 
was all centured in one Man. And to our Honour 
be it ſaid, there is no Turn more peculiar to a 
Briion, none that has more frequently preſerved 
our Liberties, than that inſuperable Hatred to a 
PRIME MINISTER, which has always prevailed in 
this Kingdom. It may well be called our Palla- 
dium. Whilft we retain That, our Conſtitution muſt 
be out of Danger; henſoever we arc debauched 
57g | from 


from it, we, like the reſt of our Neighbours, muſt 
become Slaves. For it ſeems next to an Impoſſi- 
bility, that Great Britain ſhould be ripened tor 
Chains, but by ſuch a Creature of Power; and pro- 
portioned to the Hazard our Conſtitution is in by 
a PRIME MiNTST ER, has been the national An- 
tipathy in all Ages to this Preliminary Brant. 
Whilſt Power is lodged in many Hands, we 
both obey and cheriſh it. There is nothing in it to 
alarm us. Several great and able Men, jointly en- 
gaged. in one Adminifiration, but acting indepen- 
dant of one another in their different Stations, 1s 
the only Model of Government ſuited ro ron Fo 
giſlature, ſuited to the very Genius of the Britgſh | 
Nation. Miniſters, on ſuch a Foot, are mutual 
Checks upon each other; each of them has his 
diſtinct Set of Adherents, ſome of whom Alliance, 
Friendſhip, Eſteem, and perhaps Expectations u- 
nite in his particular Intereſt; but his main Sup- 
port muſt be the Character he bears in his Coun- 
try. When a Number of ſuch great Men join, 
they draw with them a large Body of the Nation, 
cannot therefore act but upon Principles, that 
may preſerve to Them their Popularity amongſt their 
Fellow-SubjeRs. Such a Miniſtry is built upon the 
ſtrong Baſis of the People's Aﬀe&ion. It is That, 
which gives Them Strength to do their Maſters 
Buſineſs, and their Mafter can offer ſuch Men no 
Degrees of Power or Wealth, that would be an E- 
quivalent, even in Point of Intereſt, to the Loſs of 
their Character. 
Reverſe this noble Proſpect, and behold the 
Power of many Miniſters ſhrunk up into the Fift of 
one ambitious Man. Can ſuch an one ſubſiſt by 
any Art, but That of Corruption? He can have no 
py Intereſt, to draw any Numbers along with 
im. Men of real Worth and Influence in their 
| Country 


Country are too much his Equals (perhaps Supe» 
— to ſcorn to act under him. Wer 
great Abilities will ſcarce employ them as the 
mean Tools of another's Power. What He wants 
therefore in Weight, the PRIu r Mus rEA muſt 
endeavour to ſupply in Numbers. And as He can» 
not gain Theſe by 2 natural Strength, he muſt in- 
troduce an effeminate Luxury, that may ſupplant 
the innate Sturdineſs, for which the Eugliſp have 
fo long been famous, and by corrupting our Hau- 
ners, he may come to 3 our Votes. And if 
he can, by an extravagant Way of living amongſt 
the Gentry, bring many of them into a necethtous 
Dependance, He may tor ſome Time maintain his 
Power againſt the Bent of a whole People; But 
even This muſt fail him; for as Corruption is the 
— 5 — ſole 2 of State, ſo 
That b es will grow ſo craving. that 
he will find — fariaHy. Then it is, chat He 
becomes deſperate in his Projects; his Creatures are 
no longer true to him than whilſt they are feeding; 
bis other Lellow- Subjects (opprets'd and red 
to gorge Theſe ) are all united to his Ruin; and 
he has no other Method left to-ſercen himſelf from 
their Reſentments, than by throwing into his Ma- 
fers Hand ſuch an abſolute Power, as may be ſuſ- 
ficient to protect him againſt the whole Kingdom, 
it his Mater be weak enough to ſtand upon the 
narrow Bottom of his Minifter. | | 
This has been and This muſt be the deſperate 
Game of every PRIuE MrxISsTER in this Coun- 
try. Juſtly therefore _ an one the Object of 
the People's Hatred. Should we ranſack the Bri- 
tiſþ Hiſtory, we ſhall find our wiſeſt Monarchs had 
no ſuch Miniſter; and amongſt thoſe Princes, who 
had, we learn that ſome were betrayed by their 


M1xton, as ſoon as He faw the ſovereign Power 
was 


(3). 


was too weak to protect him; others, we read, 
loſt both their Crown and Lite in too obſtinate an 
Adherence to a hated Favourite ; and ſome, tho 
very few, have ſaved themſelves, by honourably - 
giving. up a Wicked 2 to the Juſtice of an 
injured Nation. To ſet This in a clear Light, I 
ſhall brief N the Reigns, from tho 
Conqueſt Soon to the Reſtoration, 
WIILIAM THe FirsT, who was by Nature 1066. 
formed to keep, as well as gain a Crown, neyer 
would truſt his Power in one Hand. But when 
the moſt potent of his Miniſters (Odo, Biſhop of 
Bayeux and Earl of Kent had, by his rapacious 
Management of the publick Money, amaſs'd a 
mighty Treaſure, and was forming a Scheme t& 
eftabliſh himſelf independent of his Maſter, the Kennet's 
iſtorian informs us, that the wiſe King © took Baca 
& him from amidſt a Confluence of Noblemen and / x. * 
“ Gentry, who attended on Him, and at once 5. 111. 
diſappointed all his ambitious Views, by a ſtrict 
Impriſonment, and he was afterwards obliged ta 
* 7 77 the Realm. | 
| Witrtiam Tur SeconD, whom our Hiſtories 1057. 
repreſent as a Prince of a fierce and avazitious® ''* _ 
emper, was wholly under the Influcnce of Ra- — LA 
nulph, Biſtop of Durbam, who, by new Methods of % 1. 
{queezing and oppreſſing the People, fo fed his p. 117. 
Maſter's inſatiable "Thirſt after Money, as to be- . 119+ 
come the principal Director of his Counſels. His 
male Adminiſtration diſpoſed the Subjects to re- 
volt. One Conſpiracy broke out in the Lear 1095; 
and another more formidable was ripe for Execu- 
tion, when the King's Death prevented it. He 
was killed in the zew Foreft by one Walter Tyrrel ; 
W Miſchance, or by Deſign, is not agreed; 
but the Hiſtorian tells us, „That this Prince 4:2. 
* wight have had an abſolute Government of * 


Hift. of 
England, 
Pol. I. 


þ+123- 


Hift 
England, 
Vol. I. p. 


119. 


ibid. p. 
123. 


1135. 
ibid. p. 


ibid. p. 
127. 


6e his wy had he ſought it by endearing 
„Acts; but ſceking to eſtabliſn it by Force, he 
“ made both himſelf and his People miſerable. 

HENRY THz FixsT, who is july reckon d 
amongſt the wiſe of our Princes, had no PRIME 
MixIs TSR. He ſought out the moſt able Men in 
his Kingdom for the Offices of State, preferring 


ſuc only as were acceptable to the People. The 


Hiſtorian obſerves, * That he took the beſt 
© Courſes to pleaſe and gratity-his Subjects; by 
« ſceing himſelf that no Corruption, or Opprefſion 
& ſhould burthen the Country; by making fre- 
quent Progreſſes to obſerve how his Realm was 
« order d in every Part of it; by being affable 
« and cafy of Acceſs, ſo that all might enjoy his 
« Company ; and by being hoſpitable, ſo that all 
4 might ſhare of his good Cheer. 1 
Nothing ſo much endeared him to the Nati 

as © the committing to a ſtreight and loathſome 
&« Priſon Ranulph of Durham, the Px1mMe Mi- 
Ns TER and Oppreſſor of the former Reign.“ 
And after That, when one of his own Miniſtry, 
Robert Earl of Mallent, had by his Conduct incur- 
red the People's Hatred, © he firſt diſgraced him, 
“ and then ſtript him of his vaſt Eſtate. . 

Kins STEPHEN, according to our Hiſtorians, 
©. was elected to the Crown upon this Conſidera- 
tion; that by preterring one, whoſe Title was 
weak, the Nation might be better ſecured in 
their antient Liberties, than they could be un- 
& der one, that came to the Throne by lineal 
&« Deſcent. Accordingly the Fealty ſworn to him 
« was upon Condition that he obſerved the Te- 
“ nor of a Charter, wherein the Rights and Li- 
I bertics of the Subject were declared.” But his 
Pxime MinisTERr Alberic de Ver having led him 
into arbitrary Meaſures, the Nation revoſted —_ 


E& 2 


him to the Empreſs Maud, who was the rightful 
Heir of the 'Crown by Deſcent. She too had 
a PRIME MinisTER, the Biſbep of Wincheſter, 
who, though Brother to Stephen, had ſet the Crovin 
on her Head; but in whom the repoſed too great a 
Confidence. For this ambitious Stateſman (per- 5. 
ceiving the Londoners averſe to Maud, and that 49. 
the whole Nation began to diſlike her) conſulted , 
his own Intereſt by a private Treaty with her 
Competitor, and having obtained his own Terms, 
obliged his royal Miſtreſs ro quit the Kingdom, 
and retire to her own Dominions beyond Sea. 

HENRY THE SECOND in all his Reign had but 1155. 
one PRIME MinisTER ; to whom all the Trou- 
bles, or the Seeds at leaſt of all the Troubles of 
his Life were owing. This was the famous Tho- i4:4. p. 
mas Becket, who was for ſome Years the ſole Ma- 4 
nager of all Affairs of State, and was entruſted 
with the Care of the Education of the King's 
eldeſt Son. But this wicked Miniſter was no ſoon- 
er raiſed to an independent State, than he enter d 
into an open Oppoſition to his Mafter ; diſtreſt 
him in all his Councils; and concerted ſuch Mea- 
ſures with the young Prince, who had been under 
his Tuition, as produced an open Rupture between 
the Father and Son, which laſted even after the 3% ry 
Author of it had been long bury'd ; and to which 143. 
the il Condud of Queen Eleanor not a little con- 
tributed. Many indeed have imputed all the Di- 
ſaſters of this unhappy Reign (which ended in Aa 
Conſpiracy of the two Sons againſt their Father, #/. p. 
that broke his Heart) to the Judgments of Hea= 33 
ven upon the King, inaſmuch as He had ſinn d FIN 
2 the er, of ature and of 3 in 
t ginning of his Reign, by an o tolation 
and Dede of his Father $ Will. 
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 Ricnarxy Tas Frs, as he ſpent the greateſt 
Part of his Time beyond Sea, fo he unhappily veſt- 
ed his whole Power in the narrow Hands of one 
PrIME MINISTER, the Biſhop of Ely ; who ſoon 
exerted his Authority, independent of his Mafeer. 
Hiſtory informs us, that he not only impriſoned 
and oppreſt the King's beſt Subjects, but even 
turned out his perſonal Favourites. He excluded 
the Nobility and thoſe Miniſters, whom the King 
had joined in Commiſſion with him, from any 
Share of Government, and acted in fo arbit 
and inſolent a Manner, as render d him odious to 
the whole Kingdom. The Nation, no longer able 
to bear with his Oppreſſion, invited from beyond 
Sea Earl Fohn, who had thereby an Opportunity 
of aſſuming the Government, whilſt his unhappy 
Brother the King (being taken Priſoner by the 
Emperor, in his Return from the Holy Land) had 
well nigh loſt his Lite and Kingdom, by thus im- 
prudently putting the Reins of Government into 
the Hands of ove iI-choſen Miniſter, who could 
not hold them. 

Kine Jonx, who ſucceeded him, was a poor, 
weak Prince, govern'd by the Man, who had the 
beſt Addreſs to flatter him, and moſt of all by 
ſuch, who offered him new Methods of raiſing 
Moncy on the People. By this Secret Hubert, 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, became the ſole Director 
of his Councils; which he conducted in ſuch an 
arbitrary Manner, as to raiſe a civil War; in the 
very * of which, this pecuniar Projedor 
dyed. His Succeſſor in Favour and in Ae was 
John Gray, a Norfolk Man, who for his private 
Intereſt (as the Hiſtorian reports) engaged his 
Maſter firſt in i4/e Conteſis abroad with the Pope 
and the King of France; and then perſuaded him 
to mean Submiſſions to theſe very Enemies, = 


(87 


had procured him, which diſguſted all the Sub- 
jects ar home; for the Nation could not bear that 
Strangers ſhould offer Indignities to the King and 
Kingdom, with Impunity. This Norfolk Man, 
being thus become the Object of the People's Ha- 
tred, next procured for his Mafter a contiderable 
Body of foreign Troops, which he kept in Pay, in = 2 
order to conquer his own Subjects; and this bad 
Step drew on an Invaſion; ſo that our wretched 
Country was waſted by two contending Armies, 
till the unhappy Monarch himſelf, being in the End 
deſerted on all Hands, was poyſoned at Swineſead 
Abbey, and died unpitied, as he had lived unbe- 
lived. | 

HENRY THe Tr, a Prince unable to learn 1216. 
Wiſdom from his Father's Misfortuncs, was all his 
Lite a wretched Prey to Favourites. Hugh, or 
Hubert de Burgh was the firſt; of whom the 
Hiſtorian ſays, © That he forced the People to Hf. of 
pay as he pleaſed, and not according to their Abi- a 
« ities. His ill Conduct bred an Inſurrection a- 1 ” 
gainſt the King, who at length forſook him; being #+id. p. 
convinced af this Miniſter's Folly, in expending 174. 
the Treaſure of the Nation in fruitleſs * ame- 
ful Expeditions, and of his Fraud, in applying no 
{mall Share of it to his own private Uſe; and for 
his male Adminiſtration he was both diſgraced 
and impriſoned. But no ſooner was the poor Mo- 
narch delivered from this deſtructive Engroſſer ofii% 
Power, than he fell into the Hands of another; 
Peter, Biſhop of Winchefter. This Man and his 
Creatures ſo harraſs'd the Kingdom with Taxes, 
that the King was forced to ſummon a Parliament, 
in order to prevent a civil War. The Barons 77 
© ſent the King Word they would not come to 
© Parliament, till he removed the Biſhop of Win- 
* chefter from his Court; which if he refuſed to 

B 2 « do, 


ibid. þ. 
168. 


1272. 
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“ do, they would turn him and his evil Coun- 
“ ſellor out of the Realm, and chooſe a new 
„King.“ And indeed this unhappy Reign was 
altcrwards but one continued Scene of Oppreſſion 
and civil War, occaſion'd by the wicked Minifters, 
who ſucceſſively engroſs d the Sovercign's Ear, 
and made him quarrel with his worthieſt Sub- 
jects ; till at laſt one Prime Minifter (Simon de 
Montfort, Earl of Leicefter } whom he had raiſed 
from nothing, employed all the Power his Maſter 
had weakly put into his Hands, in Oppoſition to 
him. He firſt raiſed an Army, and then attack'd 


the _ at Lewis, where he defeated and took 


him Priſoner, and kept him under cloſe Confine- 
ment tor near two "vey himſelf all the while 
governing the Nation in his Name till the brave 


Prince Edward flew this traiterous Prime Mini- 


er at Eveſtam, and thereby ſet both the King 
and Kingdom at Liberty. 


Epwa«D THE FissT, who may well be rank- 


ed amongſt the greateſt Princes, that ever reign'd 
in this or any other Country, never beſtow'd his 
Confidence on one Man only, but ſought the ableſt 
of his Nobles for publick Poſts, in which he gave 


to each an equal Share of Power. He ſeverely 


puniſhed every one in Employment, who was found 


guilty of Oppreſſion or Injuſtice; and no leſs than 


thirteen of his Judges were at one Lime con- 
demn'd by him for Exortian, and fined 100,000 
Marks, which was then as much as $00,000 would 
be at this Lime. To this wiſe Prince we owe 


the beſt Laws in bcing to this Day, for ſecuring 


the Liberties and Properties of the Subject; for 
he in all Things conſulted his People's Intereſt 
and their Inclination rather than his own. And in 
nothing was his Sagacity more remarkable, than 
in ioretelling his Son's unhappy Fate. 

EDWARD 
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EpwarD THE Second (as Hiſtory informs p. 202 
us) was very popular at firſt, © Never Prince 
« came to the Crown with greater Love and more 
general Applauſe of all his Subjects, than he 
« did; which might have been ſecured to him 
« by a little wiſe Management.” But when it ap- 

d he hated all his Father's real Friends, and ibid. 
that he violated his Father's laſt Will, by re- 
calling Gaveſton from Baniſhment; the Averſion to 
him grew as univerſal as the Applauſe had been. 

His Prime Miniſter Gaveſton became ſo odious to idie. p. 
the Nation, that the Nobles roſe in Arms againſt *93* 
him, and wh, LY = him, they executed „ 204. 
him without a Tryal. is Minion was no ſoon- 

er deſtroyed, than two others roſe in his Stead; N. 206. 
the Spen/ers, Father and Son. "Theſe Men fo vexed a 
the Pcople with their arbitrary Impoſitions, that 
it drew on a civil War; in which one of the Spen- p. 209, 
ſers was taken by the Nobles, and put to Death as 210. 

a Traytor ; and the poor Monarch himſelf loſt 

his Crown and his Life ſoon after. 

EpwarD THE Trrap, in his Minority, was 
under the uſurp'd Tuition of the Queen his Mo- / 
ther. During her weak Adminiſtration, Mortimer 21 42 
was ſole Miniſter. His baſe Murder of the de- iid. 5. 

oled King, his ſcandalous Treaty with the Scots, 212. 

is rapacious Sale of publick Offices, and his open ** 3. 
Robbery of the Nation's Treaſure, had ſo Ai 
honoured and incenſed the whole Kingdom, that 
whilſt he was wholly taken up with inventing new 
Methods for aggrandizing himſelf and all his 
Kindred, the Nobles conſpired to ſeize upon his 
Perſon ; which being done, they forced theQueen _ 
to call a Parliament; in which ſhe herſelf was 
{tript of all her ill-conducted Authority, and her 
Minion Mortimer was hang'd and drawn at * = 
During the reſt of this long and glorious _ 

me” 


* 
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there was no Prime Miniſter, but many of thoſe 
Stateſmen, whom the King employed, were at dif- 
ferent Times called by him to a ftrict Account 
for baſe Practices, in raiſing oppreſſfve Taxes , 
il. of and for corrupt Dealing in the IJreaſury. The 
l -- gm Chancellor, Trcalurce, Chief Juſtices, and Five 
216. “ more, were for theſe Crimes impriſoned in the 
| Year 1340; and the Archbiſhop of Canterbury was 
1 #2. p. diſgraced for the ſame ill Conduct in 1341. The 
1 ſevere Puniſhments inflicted by this wiſe Monarch 
. 234. on corrupt Jud ges; the wholeſome Laws made by 
| him to repreſs Luxury and Vice of every Kind; 
his watchful Care over our Britiſh Trade and Ma- 
nufactures, and the wiſe Acts of Parliament paſſed 
by him, for the Encouragement and Improvement 
of our ſtaple Commodities; the many glorious Suc- 
on” his Arms were * eee and the 
a uiet his Subjects enjo at home, are 
af I many Decioaſtrarions, that this great 
King was not in the Hands of a Prime Miniſter. 
1377 Ricard THE SECOND, by not tres 
|| Hif-s theſe Steps, loſt both his Crown and his Life. 


land, => 2 
j * The Hiſtorian relates, That he came to the 


8 41 N 
1 
e. 


© were enamoured with him, and received him 
<« for their King with univerſal Joy and Satisfac- 
« tion; the Loſs of their brave King, fo lately de- 
4 ceaſed, was quite forgotten, being ſwallowed up 
« with the Hopes of that Happineſs, which they 
“ promiſed theniſelves under this his Succeſſor.“ 
3 But the Scene was ſo entirely changed in a few 
% 5. Years Time, and the Taxes grew ſo inſupportable, 
f =. (more from the Method of collecting them, than 
| 243, from their Quantity) that one Rebellion was no 
| ' ſooner quell'd, than another broke out. The King 
himſelf ſeem'd only to have aſſumed the Govern- 


ment, that he might throw his own Power 25 


% Throne with great Advantages; the People. 
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the Hands of a corrupt Prime Miniſter, Michael 

de Ia Pole, Earl of Suffolk. He had grown ſo ſud- ibid. 5. 

denly from a low to 4 rich Eftate, by Bribery in 5 6 

his Office and by embezling the publick Money, by Pe . Is 

Grants from the Crown to him and his Family, 

and by oppreſſing the Subjects with legal Taxes, 

for which he afterwards compounded with them in 

private; that in the End, the Parliament petitio- 

ned the King to remove him from his Councils; 

and the King, being in no Condition to diſpute 

the Point, at length conſented to this Demand. 

And then (ſays the Hiſtorian) it appeared how 

( good a Prince King Richard was, when ſe ibid. 

80 1 Wy 

(ted from evil Counſel. 

= © The guilty Miniſter was with the Royal Ap- 

( probation depoſed from all his Offices; his Eſtate 

of 1000 J. a Year (equal to 10,000 J. now) was 

( confiſcated, and he was fined in twenty thouſand 

« Marks.” But the poor Monarch could not long 

hold the Reins of Government himſelf; he ſoon 

Wy choſe another Prime Miniſter, full as wicked as 

the former, Robert Duke of Ircland. His firſt 

= was to ſcreen Michael de la Pole; he perſua- 

ded the King to remit his Fine and reſtore him to 

his Eſtate, and to diſcountenance thoſe Nobles, 

who had procured his Diſgrace; telling his de- 

luded Sovereign, That the main Aim of thoſe Hip. sf 

* Nobles, who procured the Sentence on Pole, England, 

* was to dethrone him by diſgracing his fir/f 8 * 

* Minifter ; for that it was an caſy Inference, of 

® that the King is not fit to rule, who knows 

4 Not whom to truſt. By theſe and ſuch like Ar- 

„ Suments the King was wrought up to the Ruin 

2 of thoſe Lords, whom theſe bad Miniſters ac- 
counted their Enemies.“ Several Projects were 

formed todeſtroy them by Force; but the univerſal 54. 

Love the Nation bore them made this impractica- * p 

ble, 5 


cot » 2 © Q* 
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England, 


ble. The Miniſter try'd to pack a Parliament: 
but That too was found impoſſible, the Nation be- 


ing in a Flame againſt the Court. Theſe Attemprs, 


proving unſucceſstul, produced a civil War, in 
which the Miniſterial Forces being routed, the 
Dake of Ireland and the Earl of Suffolk were both 
forced to fly from publick Juſtice. © But the chief 
4 Tool of their Power, Sir Robert Treſilian, being 
« ſeized, was condemned in Parliament, and pur- 

« ſuant to their Sentence drawn through the Gy 
« of London on a Hurdle, and hanged at 7 

« burn.” After this publick Act E the 
Nation was at Quiet for ſome few Years, till the 
Earl of Rutland (after that created Duke of Au- 


merle } became Prime Minifter. He, fearing the YN 


Fate of his Predeceſſors, reſolved ro remove thoſe 


frurdy Patriots out of the Way, who had if 
pliſh'd the Ruin of the Duke of Ireland and EA 


of Suffolk. He therefore pack'd a Houſe of Com- 
mons by wicked Means, and got the Earl of Arun- 
del and others to be impeached, condemned and 
executed. This, and many other Acts of Op- 
preſſion, ſo . the Giy of London (from 
whence the Diſguſt ſpread through the whole 
Kingdom) that every thing was ripe for a civil 
War. In this ition were Affairs, when the 


Prime Minifter, as if deſignedly to compleat his 


Maſter's Ruin, perſuaded him to go over to his 
Dominion of reland ; where he had no ſooner 
landed, than the Duke of Lancafter, with a ſmall 
Body of foreign Troops, invaded this Kingdom; 
and having ſeized upon ſome of the chief Inſtru- 


of ments of the Miniſter's Tyranny, and put them to 


Death, was by the whole Nation received as their 


= 1. 7. Deliverer. The King, upon this News, returned 


from Ireland, with an Army ſufficient to have main- 
tain'd his Crown, had they adher d to him; js 
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fee the Fidelity, that may be expected from all 
Prime Miniſters The Duke of Aumerle, to whom 

the preſent Diſtreſs of the King's Affairs wag 
chiefly owing, was the fr that deferred him ;/. . 
dilmiſs'd his beſt Troops, and fled over to the 284. 
Duke of Lancafter, with 500 Men. Richard thę 
Second was toon after himſelf betrayed into the 


by his Parliament; and at laſt murdered in his?- 287. 
ron. _ | 

Henry the Fourth, who ſucceeded him, as he 1399- 
came to the Crown by the People's Choice, ſo he 
maintained himſelt in the Poſſethon of it, by con- 
ſulting their Intereſt. He never placed his Power 


3 out of his own Hands; his Reign was: indeed 


diſturbed by civil Wars, which his diſputed Title, 


and che Burthen of necefiary Taxes drew upon 


him ; for, as the Hiſtorian obſeryes, People 405%. þ 
not love to buy even Happineſs too dear, But his 
wiſe Conduct, the able Miniſters he employed, 

and the Equality he maintain'd in the Diſtribution 

of his Favours, with his conſtant Care of the 
Trade and Honour of this Nation, made him at 

laſt a Vitor over all his Enemics, both at home 


ad abroad, and laid the Foundation of his Son's 


Greatneſs and Glory, _ 
Henry the Fifth, during his ſhort but glorious 1413. 


ſays, „He choſe his Counſellors amongſt the 308. 
1 pans and wiſeſt of his Nobility ; he went in 514. 5. 
* Progreſs through many Parts of his Kingdom, 333. 
* and received all Complaints of male Adminiſtra- 
tion with Chearfulnels, even from the meaneſt 
ol his People. All Abuſes of his Authority he 
immediately reform'd, not ſparing the grearf 
* of his Minifters, when he found them guilty | 
# of Misdemeanors; telling them, That ſince 54. 
C They 


Hands of his Enemy; depoſed from the Throne v. 286. 


Reign, had no Prime Minifter. The Hiſtorian 4;9. p. + 


* 


belonging to the Duke of Exeter, and Suffolk him 


(18) 


© They had no Reſpect to bis Honour, which | 


vas wounded by their Injuſtice, He could have 


«© no Motive to favour them, but puniſh them the 
© more ſeverely; becauſe, for the Sake of a little 
“Gain or Friendſhip, They had robb'd him of 


© what he moſt valued, his People's Love and i 


Affection. N 
Henry the Sixth was the Reverſe of his wiſe 

and great Father, in the whole Conduct of his 
long, weak, and turbulent Reign. He had no 
ſooner taken into his Hands the Power of the G- 
vernment, than he beſtowed the whole Admini- 


ſtration of it on one wicked Miniſter or ano- 


ther, till by their Means he was deprived of his 
Dignity, Liberty ànd Life. William de la Pos 


was his firſt Prime Miniſter, and was ſupported in 


his Power by the Aſcendant the Queen had gain'd 
over her Husband, even after the King had con- 
ceiv'd a juſt Averſion for him. The Oppreſſion 
of the Subject at home, the Loſſes we ſuſta ind 
abroad, and the Contempt brought upon our 
Councils, by Suffolk's Ignorance and Blunders, rai- 
{cd the Nation's Diſcontent to the higheſt Pitch. 
They ſaid, © It was no Injury to pitch * | 
another King, ſince the preſent Sovereign | 
« depoſed bi in Effect, by ſuffering the Queen 
& and Suffolk to over- rule all. The Commons at 
length impeach'd him for Treaſon, and the Lords 
committed him to the Tower; but during a Re- 


ceſs of Parliament, the Queen procured his En. 


largement, and reſtored him to his former Favour. 
This was fo highly reſented by the Nation, that 
the Court were obliged at laſt to baniſh him, in 
order to fave his Life; but That proved ineſfec- 
tual; for the Ship, in which he embark'd for 
France, was purſued and taken by another Ship 


ſelf 


(19) 


ſelf was beheaded by the Captain near Dover 


Sands. The next Prime ery in this Reign ,. f. 


was the Duke of Somerſet ; w 
forms us, © roſe high in Fayour with the King and. 
« Queen, ruling and governing all, as he pleaſed. 


o, as Hiſtory in- 409, 


« 'The Nation was by no Means diſpoſed to a Re- 5. 411. 


« bellion againſt the King; (for no Harm was 
« meant Him, good Man, who did no Ill to any, 
& and deſired the Nation's Welfare in all Things) 
„but againſt the Queen, the Duke of Somer/et, 
« and his Cabal, who uſurped the regal Autho- 
« rity, The firſt Attempt the Nobles made 
« was on the Duke of Somerſet, whom they 
« cauſed to be arreſted in the Queen's Bed- 
Chamber, and. ſent to the Tower, in order 
« to anſwer the Crimes that ſhould be laid to his 
“Charge in the enſuing Parliament. According- 
« ly he was there accuſed of high Treaſon ; but 
0 by the Queen's Influence that Parliament was 
« diffolved and the Duke was ſet at Liberty.” 
Upon This, the Nobles roſe in Arms, and declared 014. 
for the Houſe of York ; the Court too raiſed. an. 
Army, which was totally defeated; the King him- 


ſelf “ was taken Priſoner, and the Prime Minifter p. 412. 


vas {lain in the Action. The reſt of this Reign 
was one continued Scene of civil War, till it end- 
ed in the King's Murder, and in the Transfer of 


the Crown to another Family, The Character gi- 17%. f. 
ven this Prince in Hiſtory is, That he might 427. 


* have been as good a King as England ever had, 
© it he had been guided by a wiſe and good Coun- 
« cil; but he was ruled by Favourites and by his 
„Queen, whoſe ambitious aſſuming the regal 
„Power beyond her Sphere made it thought no 
Rebellion to take it out of her Hands, and put 
Ait where it would be better ordered, and was. 
more due; The King's Fall was much pitied, 
becauſe, as to his Perſon, undeſerved; but the 

C 2 com- 
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| England, 
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e oo mmon Good ſo. much required à Change; 

that it was judged better One ſuffer an Injury, 
rather than the hole Nation periſb. 

Edward the Fourth, though perhaps too much 

addicted to Pleaſure, was in the main à wiſe and 

able Monarch, He never had a Prime Minifter 


but relyed upon the Advices of a well-choſen Coun- 
cil, and on his own Abilitizs, This Conduct ac- 


quired him a Crown, and This recovered it for 


him, when it was ſnatcht away by the Treachery | 


of ſome, in whom he moſt confided. As his own 
good Capacity always led him into the Meaſures, 
moſt conducive to the Honour and Intereſt of the 
Kingdom, ſo That made him in general more an 
Object of the People's Aﬀections, than was to be 


expected in a Time of ſuch Contulion and Blood- 


ſhed. The only Weakneſs of his Reign (and, as 
Sir Thomas More obſerves, by which Occaſion was 
given after his Death, to the Uſurpation of his 
Brother Richard ) was his over Fondneſs for the 
Queen; at whoſe Importunity he promoted her faf 


Friends, beyond what either their Birth or Abilities 


could entitle them to; by which the antient No- 
bility and the great Commoners were diſobliged. 
Edward the Fifth, by this bad Politicks of his 
Fat her, loſt his Crown and Life, | 
Richard the Third, in his ſhort Reign, afford- 


ed no Inftance of a Prime Miniſter, unleſs the 


Duke of Buckingham may deſerve that Title. He 
it was, who firft {ct the Crown on this Uſurpers 
Head; but either he was not gratified, according 


to his Expectations; or elſe he was apprehenſive 


that his Maſter could not long maintain his ill- 
acquired Dignity ; for he ſoon after cngaged in 
a Conſpiracy againſt him, which proved fatal to. 
them both ; for the Duke was at firſt taken and. 
behcaded as a Traytor ; but the Storm, 2 
* 


1 
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raiſed, was not to be quelled, but by the Death of bid. a 

the Uſurper. 4 . | | 512. 
Heury the Seventh was indeed too prudent a 1485. 

Prince, to truſt his whole Power in the Hands of 

any one Minifter ; and yet he often gave more Au. 

thority to a Few, than was conſiſtent either with 

his great Sagacity, or his Intereſt. An unhappy 7. 636. 

Love of Money frequently betrayed him into this | 

Miflake in Government, and made him rather em- 

ploy the baſe Inſtruments of. gratifying that Paſ- 

lion, than Tos x, who were better quality'd for 

the real Service of the State. Lo this unpopular 

koible, in a Fri Sovercign, were owing many 

of thoſe Inſurrections, which, under a weaker Po- 


W hitician, muft have ended in Deſtruction. The Hit. f : 


oppreſſye Subſidy in 1489 (though granted in England. 

Famer) — 5 a FA in the Mork, r „ 

which the chief Promoter of the Tax, the Earl of? 65 

Northumberland, fell a Sacrifice to popular Reſent- 

ment. Another Parliamentary Aid in 1496 was 

ſo grievous to the Corniſh Men, that they roſe in 1. þ 

Arms, to. oppoſe the levying it; and after ſome 4p 3 

Succeſs in the Weſt, marched in a Body on to 619. 

London, and came as far as Black Heath, where 

they encounter'd the royal Forces in a pitcht Bat- 

tle. Towards the latter End of this Reinn, the 

King's Love of Money increaſing with his Age, 

Empſon and Dudley, Tnosx Leecnes or Tus . . 

PeoeLE (as Lord 2 calls them) built their 29 

Greatneſs * their /ingular Talents of deviſing 7. (30. 

new Methods, how to raiſe Money; in which they 631 

ſo cruelly ſqueez d and oppreſs'd the Subjects, 

whilſt the King's Coffers abounded with Treaſure, 

which he could not uſc, that in the End the whole 

Kingdom was diſpoſed to rebel. The Hiſtorian 

therefore recounts it, as one of the Felicities of 

is Reign, That an opportune Death with- 2. 5. 
| « drew 635. 
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4 drew the King from any future Blow of For. 
tune; which certainly, in Regard of the great 
Hatred of his People, had not been impollible 
to have come upon him. 80 q 

Hen the Eighth found no other Method of re- 
calling the 1% Aﬀe#ions of his Subjects, but by i 
giving up to publick Juftice thoſe two wicked i 
Minifters, Empſon' and Dudley; who, being 
guilty of that very worſt of Treafons, alienating i 
the People's Hearts from their Sovertign, were be- 
headed on the 18th of Auguſt, 1510. This wiſe 
Act procured the new King the whole Nations 
Love; which he preſerved for many Years, til! 
the oppreſſive Conduct of his own Prime Mfiniſſer, 
Wolfey, ſtagger d their Loyalty. The Character ol 


this ambitious Stateſman has been ſo often ſet forth þ 
of late, in all its Colours, that T'fhall only ob- 
ſerve at preſent, that he engaged his Maſter in 


maiy- fruitleſs, ing bribus Expeditions abroad; which 


ſunk the Honour as much as they drained; the 


Treaſure of the Nation; that He was fo inſolent 
as to uſurp the regal Style; ſeldom ſpeaking of 
his Muſter s Actions, but under the Title, We did 


o; that he ſold: his Sovereigs's Alliance, by Turms, 


to every Potentate in Europe; till at length there 
was ſcarce a Prince left, who thought it worth the 
urchaſing; and laſt of all, that he accumulated 
o vaſt an Eſtate, as to form a Project of makin 
himſelf independent of the Crown. I ſhalt e 
his Character, with what the Writer of thoſe 
Times, the moſt partial to Him, the Lord Herbert 
ſays, „One Error was that He and His were 
« inveſted with a hateful Multiplicity 3 and 
« Places; which as it drew much y on the 
« Cardinal in particular, ſo it derogated no little 
« from the regal Authority, while one Man alone 
« ſeemed to cxhauſt it all. Since it becometh 
8 | « Princcs 


(23) 
& . Princes to do, like the good Husbandmen, when 
« they ſaw the Ground, which is to ſcatter, and 
« not throw all in one Place. The Diſgrace and 
« Impriſonment of this overgrown Monſter of 
« Power (in which he died of Grief) ſoon reco- 
« vered the ſtraying Affections of the People, who 
« were never more effectually gain d, than by ſuch 
4 Sacrifice ; but this happy Turn laſted. not long. | 
The popular Diſcontents were revived by the | 
many Changes in Religion, and by the exorbitant | 
* * 8¹ * 

Power thrown into the Hands of Cromwell, who 1112. p. | 
was made Privy Seal, Lord Chamberlain, Knight 202. 
= Garter, and Vicegerent general in Spirituals. p. 222. | 
To him Lord Herbert attributes the 'I axes in 
1536, which occaſioned a moſt formidable Rebel- i374. 5. 
lion in Lincolnfeire, Torkſbire, and other Parts; and 255.6 
conſiſted of no leſs than 30, 00 Men, who were Tor. 
not diſpers d, but upon Promiſe of calling a+ Free 
——_— To him He 3 attributes N 2 

a axes in 1539, which he fays, “ equally % 
bb —— both 2 Clergy and — Laity , nd 1 
© made the Author of them fo univerſally hated, 
© that the King gave Way to the Accuſations 
* againft him; and then it was evident he muſt 
fall. For it was impoſſible that one, who med- 
« dled ſo much in all the great and publick Af- 
© fairs, ſhould not in diverſe ſo miſtake and err, 
as to incur the Note of a Criminal, when In- | 
* quiſitions were made againſt him. The Diſs + 
grace and Impriſonment of Cromwell was recei= 
ved by the People with many Acclamations, 
that witneſs their Joy; ſo impatient are they uſi- 
* ally of the good Fortune of Favouxites. And 
* all former Faults being imputed to Him, every 
* one began to hope Be a better Age. He was 
* attainted in Parliament of Crimes great and 
enormous, and ſuch, as deſerved capital Puniſh- 

, ment; 
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© ment; but as He was not permitted to an 
„ ſwer for himſelf, the Proccedings were thought 
« rigorous; but io few pitied Him, that all was 
< paſt over, and he was executed on Tower-hil} 


in Fuly 1540. The reft of this Reign, as it was 
free from any Prime Minifter, ſo was it likewiſe | 


from Rebellions. 


Edward the Sixth, during his ſhort Reign of 1 


Minority, had no les than o Prime Miniſters, 


The firſt was the Duke of Somerſet z who, though | 


Uncle to the King, and Protector of the King+ 
dom by Election, could not avoid the Fate, that 
in this Country naturally attends on too much 


Power, when veſted in the Hands of one Subjef.. | 


The engroſſing the regal Authority was his only 


* Crime; This raiſed Inſurrections through the King- 
dom; This united the chieſ 4 


the Nobility againft 


0 
him; This procured his Impriſonment in the Low- 


9, er in 1549; and loſt him his Head in 15 52. 


The ambitious Author of his Ruin, the Duke _ 
Northumberland, ſucceeded him in Power, 

ſoon became the Object of the Nations Hatred; 
He even contrived to fix the Crown upon a Lad/, 


who had marricd into his own Family ; and when 


he had brought his royal Maſter to conſent to 
that Settlement, he was ftrongly ſuſpected to have 
poyſoned him, Sir 7obn Hayward and Godwyn 
both agree that this Suſpicion was founded on no 
trivial Conjectures. The former of theſe Writers 


* ſays, „Ihe People left nothing unſpoken, which 


might ſerye to ſtir Hatred againſt Northumber- 
« land, and Piry towards the King; but the Duke 
« was nothing moved hereat; tor being equally 
« obſtinate, both in Purpoſe and Deſire, and mount- 
ing his Hopes above the Pitch of Reaſon, he 
6 xefolyed then to diſſemble no longer, but began 


open 


(25) 
« openly to play his Game; a Game, for which 
« he juſtly loſt his Head in the ſucceeding Reign. 
een Mary, in her Reign, had but one Prime 

Miniſter, Gardiner, Biſhop of Wincheſter, who B, 333. 
made the Nation a Scene of Blood and Deſola- — LA 
Hat. For that Purpoſe, he promoted and accom- 351. 
pliſh'd that hateful Spaniſh Match, which, had it 
proved fruitful, muſt have made this Iſland a Pro- 
VINCE dependent On Spain. It met with the uni- ibid. p. 
verſal Diſapprobation of the People, and raiſed a 339. 
W Rebellion ; which, but for an accidental Diſap- 
= pointment, had probably overturned the whole 
Government. This avowed Diſguſt occaſioned ?. 34*- 
bose Articles in the Treaty of Marriage, whereby, 372 
the Liberties of this Kingdom were ſecured, as 
much as Words can ſecure againſt Power. Gardi- 
ners blundering Politicks, in contriving ſo unnatu- 
ral an Alliance, ſoon involved the Nation in a War ibid. p. 
with France, in which we loſt that important Har- 354 6 
WT four of Calais; a Loſs, which fo affected the poor, {,,3? 4 
= eluded Queen, as to be the immediate Occaſion 358. 
of her Death. | | 

Dueen Elizabeth ſucceeded ; and, in her long, 1558. 
wile and glorious Reign, not one Prime Miniſter 
appeared. Her People's Love was the ſtrong Baſis 
of her Government, as their Intereſt was the on- 


England, 


«* ſhe beſtowed her Favours with ſo much Caution 369. 

* and fo little Diſtin#ion, as to prevent any from 
getting the Aſcendant over Her; whereby the 
remain d Miſtreſs of her ſelf, preſerving their 

* AﬀeRtions, and her own Power and Authority 

* entire.” Upon this Maxim the always modell d 
her Miniſtry ; therefore, in 1 568, ſhe protected % of 


greatelt , 17+ 


tion, in order to obtain for himſelf a Cardinals 7 x. p. 


Pp 
* 366 


ly Drift of her Councils. Camden ſays, „ On , e 
„ all, whom ſhe ever admitted into her Miniſtry, 5% x, þ. 


Cecil (atterwards Lord Burleigh } even againſt her = 1 7 
D 


| 


45 


greateſt per/onal Favourite, the Earl of Leicefr, 
who with other Lords had conſpired his Over. 
throw; and ſome Years after, the as firmly ſup- 
ported Leiceſter againſt the Artifices of Cecil 
She ſent the Earl of Leiceſter in 1586, to aſſiſt the if 


called her Favourite with Diſgrace. The Perſon, 
whom ſhe next honoured with the higheſt Marks 
of her Favour, was the Earl of Eſſex , but wha iſ 
he began to affect a Superiority over his Fello f 
Miniſters, aſſuming more Authority than his Mi- 
ſtreſs intended for his Share, ſhe openly curbed 
his overweening Ambition; turned him out of his ll 
Employments ; and called him to Account for his | 
Conduct in them. This aſpiring Stateſman her- 
upon enter d into Cabals againſt her Meaſures, in 
order to force himſelf into Place; his principal 
Scheme for this Purpoſe was, by contriving a Rup 
ture between the Olieen and the next Heir to the 
Crown; which proving abortive, he was at lat 
conſtrained to undergo the juſt Puniſhment of his 
traiterous Conſpiracics. f 4 

Fames the Firſt ſucceeded this great Queen; 
and though he was too weak to tread in her Steps, 
pet he reaped many happy Benefits from her juſ 
Adminiſtration 3 which had created in the Minds i 
of the whole People ſuch an habitual Reverenc 
for the Throne, as all his bad Policy could never 
quite extinguiſh. His was, in Truth, the Reign 
of Prime Minifters. Sir Robert Car was the firſt; 
who, for ſome Lime, was forced to ſhare in Powet 
with the wile Cecil, Earl of Salisbury; and fo long 
Affairs were tolerably well conducted; “ but, 


« upon Cecils Death, Sir Robert took full Tos | 
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« on of the King's Favours alone; receiving all 
« Packets, and diſpatching Auſwers, without the 
« Knowledge of the King or Council; or, it the 
« King did know, his Love had hoarded up ſuch 
« 4 Confidence in him, as he laid out a7 on that 
« Stock. He graſpt af all Employments ; nor 


« caring whom he diſobliged, or whar Malice he — 4 


pulled upon himſelf; nor would he futfer any % I. 
Place at Court, or Dignity in State, to be be- , 697, 
„ © ſtowed, which was not ſweetened with his p. 698. 
rlon „Smile, as giving it, or their Bounty that enjoy'd 
dar © it.” So that by his many foul Devices, & and 
hen by bis ſcandalous Sale of Offices, it was thought 
ebe engroſs d a Maſs of Coin, as if his Soul in- 
M. © tended to take her Eaſe. This and his other 
bet BY << Miſcarriages procured him ſuch a Number of 
„ © Underminers, that he ſtood upon a totrering 
Foundation, having no Support but the royal 
er- © Favour ; which was at laſt removed, by laying 
- | © before the King his crying Guilt,” The King g. or 
-1 8 conſented to his Tryal, and many of bis Creatures England, 
©, (8 vere put to Death for their Share in his Olttnces ; * 4 
10 bat he himſelf, to the no ſmall Diſcredit of his „, 699. 
u Maſter, was only confined to a mean, obſcure Re- 
treat, in which he languiſh'd out his Days, with- 
out that publick Puniſhment, which he deſerved. 
nl The next Prime Miniſter was the Duke of Buck= 1314. 5. 
BY i#ncbam, who for many Years was ſole Governor of 70g. 
10 al Affairs, and enrich'd himſelf and all his Rela- 4 4 : 
ons with Places, Penſions and Grants from the 55 Ill. 
Crown; for which he ſoon after rewarded his 5. 23. 
ir ountiſul Mafter, in the Manner, which may be ex- 
= pes from all ſuch Favourites. The King had 
+. BY fer his Heart upon a Match between his Son and 
che Infanta of Spain, which was juſtly odious to 
no ſthe whole Nation; Buckingham therefore, who Hift. of 
g 4 kn . 7 5 ; England, 
by ew how univerſally he was deteſted, reſolved to % 1x. 
. = D 2 be- 5. 739, 
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become popular at the Expence of his Mafer's 
Honour, by oppoſing all his Meaſures in this Af. 
fair. He firſt propoſed to the Prince a Jo urney 
lt into Spain, which he afterwards forced the King 
" Claren- to conſent to; © and this, (as Lord Clarendon 
iy 5 of &« ſays) proved the Means, whereby that deſigned 
Wi Re2:1/;9n, ©© Marriage, which bad been ſo many Years in 
I 7.1 © Treaty, was ſolely broken; for, upon their Re. | 
d + tum, the King found that the Prince was totally 
%, © alieued from all Thoughts of, or Inclination to | 
109. « the Marriage; and that He, as well as the 
Dufte, was reſolved to break it, without his 
Approbation or Conſent.” The Duke therefore, 
ſeconded by the Countenance the Prince gave him, 
engaged the Parliament to addreſs the King againſt 
the Spaniſh Match, and to enter into a War with 
Spain. He likewiſe projected the Ruin of the 
iid. p Earl of Middleſex, then Lord Treaſurer, and one 
23. of the King's moſt favoured Minifters ; which he 
aa accompliſhed, by procuring ſome leading Men in 
the Houſe of Commons to carry up an Impeach- 
ment againſt that Lord to the Houſe of Peers; 
and there conducting Matters ſo, as to get him to 
be condemned to a large Fine, and long Impriſon- 
| ment. And now he Fa the King would never 
Ui 4:2. forgive him; he therctore reſolved to keep his 
23. 24. Power in ſpite of bim; which he found no other 
| Means of effecting, but by — a Breach be- 
ig. er tween the King and the Prince, and engaging the 
England, Foz to head the Oppoſition to his Father's Mea- 
wy 7* Rag ſures. The Vexation this gave the old Monarch, 
* meeting with an Aguiſh Diipoſition in his Blood, 
7 ſoon turned that into a violent Fever, in which he 
n. 4 died; not without ſtrong Suſpicion. of his being 
Wh England, poyſoned by a Ape pl which Buckingham appli 
WH 7% 7! to his Side. And this Suſpicion was the more 
1 * confirmed, inaſmuch as it was well known (as my 
Wy! | Lord 
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Lord Clarendon ſays) „That when King James Clarend. 
% was informed what the Duke had ſo confidently #// f l 
« ayowed in Parliament, for which he had not r 
« Authority, or the leaſt Direction from him, and 3 i. 
« 2 great Part whereof himſelf knew to be falſe; p. 22: 
« and that he had adviſed an utter Breach of the 
« Treaty; and to enter upon a War with Spain, 
« He was infinitely offended, So that he wanted 
only a refolute and brisk Counſelor to aſſiſt him 
« in deſtroying the Duke; ſuch an one he 
« promis'd himſelt in the Earl of Briſol, whom 
he expected every Day,” No Wonder then if 
this poor King did not long ſurvive the Earl of 
Briſtols Return to England. Tt. 

Charles the Fin, as the Lord Clarendon ſays, 1625. 
came to the Crown with as univerſal a Joy in 
« the People, as can be imagined. It was ex- ibid. p. 
« pected by Thoſe, who knew the great Jealouſy 24+ 25 
*© and Indignation, that the Prince had heretofore _. 
* conceived againſt the Duke of Buckingham, tor 
© having been once very near ftriking him, That 
He would now remember that Inſolence, f 
* which He then fo often complained. But in- 
* ſtead of that, He placed his intire Confidence 
in him, the moſt that ever King had ſhewed to 
Hany Subject. All Preferments in the Church 
and State were given by him; all his | Kindred 
* and his Friends were promoted to the Degree 
in Honour, Riches or Offices, that He thought 
fit, and all his Enemies and Envyers were diſcoun- 
« tenanced, as he appointed, This ſoon wrought 
© 2 vilible Change in the Aſſections of the Na- 
tion towards their Sovereign. The fruitleſs 374. 5. 
Expeditions abroad, and the oppreſſive Methods 26. 38. 
ot raiſing Money at home, joined to the innate Buga 
Hatred this Nation bears to Pxime Mi- py III. 
NISTERS, raiſed a Diſcontent againſt the Govern= 5. 9- 

: | ment, P. 26. 
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| ment, which even this Mans Death (being by a 
1 private Hand) could not appeaſe.” Lord Claren- 
end. don ſays himſelf that & The Venom of his "time 
5 4. « encreas d and got Vigour, till from one Licence 
Il. „to another it proceeded, until the Nation was 
if 1110} Book 1. © corrupted to that monſtrous —_— that it 
2 4' © grey fatiated and weary of the Government,” 
16 Indeed the continuing the fame Meaſures, this 
Eis. of Prime Minifter had ſet on Foot, till the Liber- 
if . ties of the Nation were thought in, Danger, and 
5. 4. in the End the liſtening almoſt entirely to the 
48. Counſel of the Earl of Strafford (who from a buſy 
Stickler tor Liberty in one Adminiſtration, was 
Eis. e, become the Inſtrument of arbitrary Power in ano- 
1 ns. ther) brought on that diſmal Scene of Confuſion, 
. 48. in which the King was unhappily deprived of his 
J. 63 Crown, Liberty and Life. | 
1 Thus I have given a ſhort Account of the 
4 * 4 Reigns, from the Conqueſt down to the Reſtora- 
tion, as to that ſingle Article of Prime Minifters; 

which I: ſhall cloſe with one remarkable Sentence 

of the Hiftorian, whoſe Authority I have chicfly 

61. 5. g. made Uſe of in the foregoing Pages. The Fa- 
vonurites of every Prince were always odious to 
„the Engliſh People. Not only Selt-Love, En- 

L yy, Ambition, Diiguft and Revenge do natu- 
© rally create an Averſion to any Oxꝝ Subject, 
© who ſeems to engroſs and appropriate to him- 
“ felt the common Father of the People. But the 
laudable Aſſections, that prompt to Impartiality, 
4 'Tenderneſs to our Prince, and Love to our 
Country, all conſpire to make every indifferent 
« Perſon an Enemy to the Ons powerful Fellou 
« Member, that commands over Head, and 
“ uſurps over the whole Body“ : 
It would ſcarce have been ſafe, I am ſure it 


would not have been prudent, thus to * 
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the Publick with the diſmal Conſequences, that 
have hitherto followed, upon veſting all Power in 
One Man, but at a Time like This, when it is 
the Joy of all good Men to ſee that there is no 
one Prime Miniſter at the Helm; but that ſeveral 
equally able, equally virtuons and great Men jointl 
draw on the well-ballanced Machine of State, whi 
therefore cannot, as I pray it may not, toter. 

J ſhall conclude this ſhort Abſtract of Hiſtory 
with the Obſervation of as wiſe a Politician, as 
ever England bred. © That there never yet was 
« a Prime Minifter in Britain, but either broke 
« his own Neck, or his Maſter's, or both, unleſs 
“He ſaved his own by ſacrificing his Mafter's, 

As the Reader may perhaps be deſirous to be- 
hold at one View the diverſe Caſualties of the 
ſundry Prime Minifters aboye-mentioned, I have 


here ſubjoined a Table of Them. 


PRIME MINISTERS. 


DY'D by the Halter — — 3 
Ditto by the Axe 
Ditto by sruRDbY BEoGars — —— 
Ditto untimely by private Hands 
Ditto in Impriſonment 
Ditto in Exile 
Ditto Penitent — —— —— —— 


Saved by facrificing their Maſter —— 
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